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New York, 22 February 2010.

Madam Chairperson:
My delegation has the honour to speak on behalf of the member States of the Rio Group: Argentina, Belize, the Plurinational State of Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica representing the member States of the Caribbean Community, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Uruguay, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and my own country, Chile.  

Madam Chairperson, 
The Rio Group wishes you and the Bureau success in your work.  In addition, the Group is grateful to the Under-Secretaries-General, Ms. Susana Malcorra and Mr. Alain Le Roy, and to the staff of their respective departments for their willingness to maintain an interactive dialogue with the Group on all matters relating to peacekeeping operations.  We also acknowledge the usefulness of the information meetings held periodically on issues of interest to the Committee.

The Rio Group wishes once again to express its heartfelt condolences to the Government and people of Haiti for the huge loss of human lives and the material damage sustained on the occasion of the earthquake on 12 January this year.  We also wish to express our condolences to all the Governments and peoples that also suffered the loss of human lives in the earthquake and especially to the United Nations and its staff. 

The Group believes that it is vital for the international community to maintain and expand its support to Haiti, which is still experiencing serious humanitarian problems.  In particular, it is important to ensure that international assistance is properly coordinated and that it reflects the real needs of the Haitian people.  In this connection, the Group welcomes the solidarity with Haiti displayed by the international community in the form of medical services, food and energy supplies.
Madam Chairperson,
In a context characterized by the increase in the number of troops and staff deployed, the growing complexity of mandates and their implementation and the shortage of logistic and financial resources, the Rio Group believes it essential to take the necessary action to strengthen operational capacity and organizational structure, both in New York and in the field, in order substantially to improve and strengthen the administration and conduct of peacekeeping operations in accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations.  It also emphasizes the need for full compliance with the basic principles of peacekeeping, such as consent of the parties, impartiality and non-use of force except in self-defence and in defence of the mandate authorized by the Organization, since these are a basic prerequisite for enhancing the legitimacy and efficiency of the United Nations in this sphere.  

The Rio Group reaffirms that the General Assembly is the highest intergovernmental organ for the formulation and evaluation of peacekeeping policies and guidelines and that its specialized body, the C-34, is the only forum that can provide policy guidance on this topic in the United Nations system.  It is confident that the Committee’s influence will be enhanced by the recommendations agreed in its substantive deliberations.

The Rio Group considers it appropriate to embark in the Special Committee on a substantive discussion of all operational issues involved in the mandates of peacekeeping operations, including aspects relating to protection and security in the area of deployment.  The Group emphasizes the need for sufficient capacity, clear and appropriate guidelines and suitable training so that peacekeeping missions can perform all the tasks specified in their mandates.  

The Group believes that, if there is to be an effective response to these challenges, ongoing efforts are needed to improve coordination and interaction between the various stakeholders, such as the host country, the Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations, troop-contributing countries, the Security Council, the Fifth Committee and the Secretariat.  Such coordination should precede decision-making, in order to achieve effective deployment of operations and facilitate the successful performance of their mandates.

The Rio Group has followed up the 2009 recommendations of the Special Committee, reflected in the Secretary-General’s report and the supplemental matrix and in his report on the comprehensive analysis of the Office of Military Affairs in the Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO).
The Group also takes note of the Secretariat proposals for C-34 work contained, for instance, in the non-paper entitled “A new partnership agenda: charting a new horizon for UN peacekeeping”.* 

The troop-contributing countries, which provide most of the staff deployed in peacekeeping operations, are developing countries.  This means that they must be closely involved in all aspects and stages of a peacekeeping operation.  The Group believes it is essential to have more levels of information sharing, coordination and appropriate consultations with troop-contributing countries, so that they have a real opportunity to express their valuable opinions before the characteristics of a mission are established.  The Rio Group is glad that recent private meetings of the Security Council with troop-contributing countries were held prior to the Council’s consultation meetings and urges the Security Council to continue this practice so that the views of these countries can be taken into account.  

The Rio Group is of the opinion that a better coordination between the Security Council, the C-34, the Secretariat and troop-contributing and police-contributing countries is essential. In this connection, the Group would like to mention in particular the initiative taken by the Chairman of the Security Council Working Group on Peacekeeping Operations of inviting troop-contributing and the Secretariat to exchange views and concerns regarding specific operations.  The Rio Group hopes that such meetings will continue on a more regular schedule and an inclusive basis.
Madam Chairperson:
The Rio Group believes that it is essential to ensure the highest standard of ethical conduct, as well as timely investigations and application of the relevant sanctions, for all staff participating in peacekeeping operations, using the lessons learned during the implementation of preventive measures.  Once again, the Rio Group reiterates its total commitment to the Organization’s policy of zero tolerance of sexual exploitation and abuse and welcomes the progress made towards the prevention and elimination of misconduct. The Group believes that the provisions on this subject included in the revised version of the Memorandum of Understanding currently in force are a considerable improvement.
The Rio Group takes a positive view of the measures taken and the progress achieved by humanitarian, development and especially peacekeeping personnel to implement the United Nations Comprehensive Strategy on Assistance and Support to Victims of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse by United Nations Staff and Related Personnel, as described in the Secretary-General’s report (A/64/176). The Group supports this cross-cutting approach and hopes that it will be generalized throughout the system.
Madam Chairperson:
The Rio Group reiterates that troop contributors must be reimbursed speedily and efficiently and therefore urges the Secretariat to continue its search for practical ways to deal with this issue, stressing in particularly the need for equitable treatment of all missions.  The Group also emphasizes that appropriate financial terms are essential if developing countries are to continue contributing to peacekeeping operations at current levels.  In this connection, the Rio Group hopes that the Working Group on Contingent Owned equipment (COE) will take this into consideration at its meeting in 2011.

Madam Chairperson:
Since the mandates are implemented in the field by the troop-contributing countries, the Rio Group considers it essential to continue the substantive discussion of all operational aspects related to the mandates of peacekeeping operations, which must be clear and achievable.  The Group is of the opinion that there must be sufficient capacity, clear and appropriate guidelines, logistic and financial resources and appropriate training, so that peacekeeping missions can perform all the assigned tasks.  A number of peacekeeping missions need better coordination between mandates and resources in order to ensure not only their effective implementation but also the physical integrity of peacekeeping staff.  The Rio Group recognizes that successful implementation of all assigned tasks, including protection of civilians, when such a mandate exists, requires integration of efforts at all levels, and emphasizes the importance of a global approach to this topic.  

The Rio Group is aware of the growing diversity of mandates of peacekeeping operations, which also implies a need for more human and financial resources.  It is therefore crucial, when establishing mandates, to consider political and security in the field and financial limitations.  It would be very unfortunate for the United Nations and for the countries concerned if operations were established without the resources to implement them and without the capacity to meet their goals.
Madam Chairperson: 
The Rio Group attaches special importance to staff training.  It therefore welcomes the publication of the United Nations Peacekeeping Training Strategy.
The Rio Group welcomes the free and multilingual online peacekeeping training currently provided by the Peace Operations Training Institute (POTI), made possible by voluntary contributions, so that  peacekeeping personnel from nations in Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean can enroll without charge.  The Rio Group welcomes the programmes currently offered in the context of POTI cooperation with the UN-mandated University for Peace in Costa Rica. 

Madam Chairperson: 
The Rio Group reiterates the importance of ensuring that peacekeeping operations are conducted within the framework of the United Nations Charter and in strict compliance with the principles of political independence, territorial integrity of States and non-interference in affairs within their domestic jurisdiction.  In addition, with the aim of ensuring sustainable peace and preventing further outbreaks of conflict, the Group emphasizes the need, in the context of peacebuilding work, for the United Nations to cooperate with States at their request in work of reconstruction and economic and social development in a coordinated manner, without undermining sovereignty and 
with respect for the strategic priorities identified by national authorities, in order to achieve greater interaction among all relevant organs, particularly the Peacebuilding Commission.
The Rio Group welcomes the creation of the Policy, Evaluation and Training Division as part of the new facilities approved in the last two years by the General Assembly.  This measure enhances cooperation with other bodies in the United Nations system and with the international financial institutions in order to make progress in aspects concerning development and economic reconstruction, which are essential components for the creation of the conditions for recovery and sustainable development in peacebuilding.

The Group reaffirms that regional agencies and entities can make an important contribution to peacekeeping, as provided in Chapter VIII of the Charter of the United Nations, when this is appropriate and feasible in the light of the mandate and the capacity of the regional agencies and entities.
Madam Chairperson:
After the devastating events in Haiti, with the consent of the Haitian State and with respect for its sovereignty and territorial integrity, members of the Rio Group responded swiftly to the Security Council’s decision to expand the military and police components of the mission.
The Rio Group recognizes the leading role of the Haitian Government and the importance of the United Nations, through the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) in the coordination of all international efforts in support of Haiti.

The Rio Group reaffirms its solidarity with the Government and people of Haiti and reiterates its support for MINUSTAH.  As evidence of this support, the Rio Group countries are contributing most of the troops, some of the police and other forms of cooperation and assistance through the United Nations, through regional agencies and arrangements and on a bilateral basis.  The Rio Group stresses the importance of prioritizing reconstruction and the need to promote the country’s 
social and economic development and consolidation of its institutions, as well as to attend to security aspects, in order to achieve a stable and lasting peace, as clearly established in the mandate of MINUSTAH, which stresses the importance of maximum interaction between the operational tasks of the mission and Haiti’s development needs.
Madam Chairperson: 
In conclusion, I should like to convey the Rio Group’s deep appreciation to the staff of peacekeeping operations for their contribution and sacrifices to make this a safer world, as well as our cooperation and commitment to achieve concrete results in this Special Committee.
Thank you.
* Other non-papers: “Lessons learned by DPKO and DFS regarding protection of civilians in peacekeeping operations”; “Draft DPKO/DFS Concept Note on Robust Peacekeeping”; “Draft DPKO/DFS Operational Concept on the Protection of Civilians in United Nations Peacekeeping Operations”.
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